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Approximately 100 women die of cervical cancer ienfiessee each year. A Pap
smear is a microscopic examination of cells scrdpaa the cervix. Regular Pap
tests decrease a woman'’s risk for developing amdyom cervical cancer because
they can detect precancerous cervical lesionsrat, égeatable stagesThe United
States Preventive Services Task Force recommemdsalecancer screening at least
every 3 years beginning within 3 years of onsetseXual activity or at age 21
(whichever comes firsf).Meeting this recommendation is important for imsiag
the quality and years of healthy life of women iEnhessee.

In 2005, 86.3% (z 2.4)* of Tennessee women agedrtBolder reported they had
a current Pap test (i.e. within the past 3 yea&P% (+ 1.4) reported they had
had a Pap test more than 3 years ago, and 6.9%l)xeborted they had never
had a Pap test.

* Between 1997 and 2005, the percentage of wom#out a current Pap test (i.e.
they had never had a Pap test or it had been rhare3 years since the procedure
was last done) remained fairly constant at apprasahy 11-15%.
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The percentage of womenithout a current
Pap test decreased with increasing annual
household income, from 21.4% among those
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*The number above each column indicates the peradoe for that column.
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Error bars represent 95%fidence intervals, as do ranges for

omen who reported they had had a hysterectomy esaieided from the analysis.



